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OCTOBER MEETING

Tuesday, October 21, 2008

Holiday Inn Downtown

Sun Room in Lofton’s

 5:40 - Social Hour and Networking

            
 6:00 - Dinner

           
 6:30 – Program


$16.50 – Members and first-time visitors


$17.50 – Non-members


$10.00 – Full-time undergraduate students

Speaker

Sandra Brazelton, CRS, GRI, MBA

Broker with Quali-Tech Properties

Topic

"Surviving the Credit Crunch"
This program qualifies for 1 hour Basic level CPE – Administrative Practices.  No prerequisites.

Reservations for dinner must be made no later than noon on Friday, October 17.  Contact Florence Royer at 830-0377 or royerfe@juno.com.

The treasurer will bill for reservations made but not honored. 

CPE Credits:  In accordance with the standards of the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, CPE credits have been based on a 50-minute hour.  ASWA is registered with the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) as a sponsor of continuing professional education of the National Registry of CPE Sponsors.  ASWA's National Registry Sponsor Number is 105423.  State boards of accountancy have final authority on the acceptance of individual courses for CPE credit.  Complaints regarding registered sponsors may be addressed to the National Registry of CPE Sponsors, 150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700, Nashville, TN, 37219-2417 or www.nasba.org Telephone:  (615) 880-4200.  ASWA National Headquarters:  1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA  22102.
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OCTOBER NETWORKING LUNCHEON

Thursday, October 30

Victoria's Cafe

7540 Memorial Parkway, SW

Come and go any time between 11:30 and 1:00 to suit 

your schedule. Contact Becky McDonald (704-0620 or becky.mcdonald@crbcpa.net) if you are planning to come so she can arrange to have adequate seating.

The results of the networking luncheon survey are in and the University Drive area was chosen overwhelmingly.  So, we have decided to have every 3rd luncheon in the Airport Road/Downtown area with the others in the University Drive/Research Park area.  We hope this will enable more of you to attend.  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
  5  Fran Hamilton

  7  Yvonne Tafoya

  9  Zelda Diamond

13  Stephanie Kingsford

15  Marva Morse

19  Casi Edwards

23  Rita Mintz

27  Beverly Massa

27  Terry Nix

WELCOME GUESTS TO OUR
 SEPTEMBER  MEETING

Toni Freeman

Katie Hoggatt,
invited by Lauren Antoine

Laura Mason,
invited by Donna Dutton

Tanya Tolleson,
invited by Jennifer King

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Toni Freeman

Sci-Quest

Sponsored by Dawn Brunet

Cindy Marks

Anglin Reichmann Snellgrove & Armstrong

Sponsored by Jacque Bernard

EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STABILIZATION ACT OF 2008
The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which was passed by the Senate on October 1, the House on October 3 and immediately signed into law by President Bush. The landmark legislation gives the Treasury $250 billion immediately, and requires the president to certify if an additional $100 billion is necessary. An additional $350 billion may be disbursed subject to Congressional approval. The Treasury Department is required to report on the use of the funds and progress made in addressing the crisis. An oversight board and a special inspector general will also be created to watch over the Treasury Department. The measure also:
(1) Requires the Treasury to modify troubled loans wherever possible to help families keep their homes;

(2) Directs other federal agencies to modify loans that they own or control;
(3) Improves the HOPE for Homeowners program by expanding eligibility and increasing the tools available to the Department of Housing and Urban Development to help more families keep their homes; and 
(4) Places certain limits on executive compensation.
The legislation temporarily raises the FDIC insurance cap from $100,000 to $250,000. It also includes a one year AMT patch, would extend a number of individual and business deductions, credits and incentives, provides disaster relief to those impacted by recent hurricanes and flooding, and includes a number of energy-related tax provisions. The added tax provisions are largely taken from the Renewable Energy and Job Creation Act of 2008, which the Senate passed on September 23, 2008, and are only partially offset. 

SEPTEMBER WAS A BUSY MONTH FOR OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS

Myra Mason and Florence Royer helped with registration at the Walk To Defeat ALS on Saturday, September 13.  

Then on Saturday, September 27, Stephanie Kingsford, Lori Sholly-Reever, and Florence Royer did a money count at the Memory Walk to benefit the Alzheimer’s Association.

On Monday, September 29, the International Services Council provided a unique experience for Dawn Brunet, Stephanie Kingsford, Rita Peterman, and Florence Royer to meet with a group of accounting-related people from Kazakhstan who were visiting in Huntsville for a few days.  Barbara Burhans also attended as she had been in Kazakhstan in 1991 with a similar program.  Only one of the group was fluent in English, so an interpreter was present to facilitate the discussion.  It was very interesting to learn about a number of similarities in accounting practices in the two countries, as well as the differences.  Thanks to Beason and Nalley for providing their conference room for the meeting.

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES
This month we are going to have a yummy fundraiser for the scholarship fund.  Teresa Shurtz recently discovered this company, Tastefully Simple, at a home party.  The consultant is going to do a catalog show for us and donate the hostess rewards to the ASWA scholarship fund.  No need to wait for the catalog though.  You can view their products on-line at www.tastefullysimple.com right now.  Teresa will have order forms at the October meeting for you to place your order.  Teresa really likes that most of them are mixes that you only add 1 or 2 ingredients to and you are done – a huge timesaver.  They are great for Christmas gifts also.
NOVEMBER PUBLIC RELATIONS NIGHT

On Veteran's Day, November 11, please invite your spouses, friends, and co-workers to come with you as we honor our veterans and those currently serving in the military.  
We will be collecting items to be shipped to military personnel in Afghanistan and Iraq by Boxes For Baghdad at the October and November meetings.  See attached list of suggested items.  Monetary donations will also be appreciated to help cover shipping costs.

TREATS for TROOPS

(NOTE:  There are six items that are included in every box – 

cough drops, eye drops, drink mixes, lip balm, hard candy, and chewing gum) 

SUGGESTED FOOD ITEMS

~ Bars – protein, high-energy, cereal 

~ Beef jerky/Slim Jims (prepackaged and vacuum sealed)

~ Candy -- NO chocolate unless covered with a shell (such as M&Ms), fruit

   chews, mints, Nerds, Runts, Bottle Caps, Skittles, TicTacs, LifeSavers,

   lollipops, caramels, etc.

~ Cereal -- any kind, but especially sweetened (they eat them as snacks right 

   from the box), instant oatmeal (individual envelopes), flavored grits

~ Lip balm – ChapStick, lip gloss, Carmex (in tubes), Campho-Phenique 

   (in tubes), white/light pink OK for girls (no colors or frosted)

~ Chicken/tuna/turkey (prepacked) or prepacked as salads (in packets)

~ Chips -- Pringles, Stax (both ship well; even small bags of regular chips   

   do not ship well), Fritos Scoops

~ Corn nuts, French fried onion rings, pistachios (in shell OK), any kind of

   nuts that are easy to shell

~ Crackers – small sealed packages with peanut butter, cheese, etc., packages

   of Goldfish, 1 lb. boxes of Cheese-its, Triscuits 

   (NOT saltines, as they are available there)

~ Coffee/tea creamers – powdered, any flavor, any brand

~ Drinks -- dry powdered pre-sweetened (Crystal Light, Kool-aid, etc.), tea bags

~ Fruit snacks (sealed in individual envelopes) -- Fruit-by-the-foot, Heroes, etc.,

   dried fruit in large envelopes (SunMaid, etc.)

~ Fruit bowls with gelatin or puddings (sealed, needing NO refrigeration)

~ Chewing gum -- any kind, any flavor, any size

~ Instant breakfast powder (in packets)

SEASONAL ITEMS ARE WELCOMED IF THEY ARE WITHIN THE EXPIRATION DATE




	Name
	Office
	Email Address

	Teresa Shurtz
	President
	shurtzt@knology.net

	Anita Newton
	President-elect
	anewton@dbresearch.net

	Terry Frazier
	Secretary
	terry.frazier@mchsi.com

	Carrie Tremko
	Treasurer
	cltremkocpa@knology.net

	Dawn Brunet
	Director – 1 year term
	d.k.brunet@gmail.com

	Emilie Galarneau
	Director – 2 year term
	emilie.galarneu@crbcpa.net

	Nicole Keel
	Director – 1 year term
	NKeel@qualis-corp.com 

	Stephanie Kingsford
	Director – 2 year term
	skingsford@beasonnalley.com

	Cindy Golub
	Past President
	cgolub@dbresearch.net
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The mission of ASWA is to enable women in all accounting and related fields to achieve their full personal, professional and economic potential and to contribute to the future development of their profession.
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We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.aswa136.org














P. O. Box 1561 


Huntsville, AL 35807





Phone:	


(256) 830-0377





E-Mail:	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:skingsford@ beasonnalley.com" ��skingsford@beasonnalley.com� 
































About Us…


ASWA was organized in 1938 to increase the opportunities for women in all fields of accounting and finance. The first chapter was chartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. Members include partners in national, regional and local CPA firms, financial officers, controllers, academicians, financial analysts and data processing consultants, college students and recent graduates, and women returning to the work force. Many of our members have attained professional certifications such as CPA, CMA, CIA, and CFP. 





The Huntsville chapter was chartered on December 4, 1982.  We hold monthly meetings with programs of technical and educational value in a wide range of topics of interest to professional women.  













































































































































































President’s Message





It seems like every time I turn on the news there is another story about the stock market, the housing market, or the credit crisis.  These are definitely trying times.  Our speaker this month will be Sandra Brazelton, CRS, GRI, MBA, a Broker with Quali-Tech Properties.  She will be speaking on “Surviving the Credit Crunch.”  Please bring your questions as we are sure to learn some strategies for weathering this storm from Ms. Brazelton.  IMPORTANT NOTE: We have changed our meeting date this month to the 21st of October to enable more members to attend.   Mark your calendars for November 11th, our annual Public Relations Night and December 9th for our Christmas Party at the Heritage Club downtown.


 


We have three important issues we will discuss at the October meeting.  (1) It has been recommended that starting in July 2009 we move our regular meeting night to the 3rd Tuesday of each month to avoid the mid-month tax deadlines; (2) The cost of our meals at the Holiday Inn is increasing, so we have been looking around to see if we could find an alternate location for our regular monthly meetings that fits within our budget.  All suggestions are welcome.  (3) Sylvia, Carrie, and I will be attending the ASWA Joint National Conference in Dallas at the end of this month.  We will be representing the Huntsville Chapter at the ASWA Annual Business Meeting.  Three bylaws amendments have been proposed for us to vote on in Dallas.  You can find them at the following links:


�HYPERLINK "_"�http://www.magnetmail.net/images/clients/ASWA/attach/BylawsAmendmentProposal1.pdf�


�HYPERLINK "_"�http://www.magnetmail.net/images/clients/ASWA/attach/BylawsAmendmentProposal2.pdf�


�HYPERLINK "_"�http://www.magnetmail.net/images/clients/ASWA/attach/BylawsAmendmentProposal3.pdf�


We will vote at our October meeting on whether to send our delegates to the National Conference as “informed” or “instructed” in regards to these bylaws amendments.


 


Thank you to Marilyn Todd for speaking to us last month on personal financial planning and budgeting.  She inspired me to go home and make a contribution to my Roth IRA and start a Survivor’s Notebook of important papers for my family should something happen to my husband or me.





I also owe a huge thank you to Sylvia Ayers.  She put together another fantastic and informative one-day CPE seminar.  We had a record 55 attendees this year with proceeds benefiting our scholarship fund.


 





Teresa
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